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as in the case of the Russo-Japanese War, because they pre-
vented her from freely using her Black Sea Fleet where it
might be most needed. Furthermore, they prevented the
augmentation of this Black Sea Fleet for war against Turkey
by any other means except naval construction on Russia's
southern shores; it could not be increased by construc-
tion on the Baltic, or by the purchase of warships in
England, as the Tsar sorrowfully observed in January,
.1914.12
So the opening" of the Straits to Russian warships became
one of the first aims of Russian ministers in the decades
immediately preceding the Worl$ War. This was quite
distinct from two other aims which are often confused with
it, but which were really different and would have involved
even more serious European complications; one was the
-forcible seizure of Turkish territory along the heights of
the Bosphorus; the other was the acquisition of control
over Constantinople itself. To be sure, Russian warships
once in the Straits would be in an easy position to accom-
plish either of the two other aims. But, generally speaking,
the temerity of Russian ministers, though considerable, did
not usually go to the point of planning to seize Constanti-
nople itself. This city, they were inclined to admit, must
remain in the hands of the Sultan so long as the Ottoman
Empire survived; to try to seize it would meet with too
great opposition from the Great Powers, not to mention
Bulgaria and Greece, Constantinople, however, must in no
case be allowed to fall under the control of any other Power
—neither under Bulgaria during the Balkan Wars, nor under
Germany through the appointment of General Liman von
12 M. W. Rodzjanko, Erinnerungen, p. 90 (Berlin, 1927). For Eng-
land's persistent opposition to Russia's sending a couple of torpedo boats
even though under a commercial flag, into the • Black Sea in 1902, and
also to Russia's sending any of her Black Sea Fleet out of the mare
clausum during the Russo-Japanese War, see G.P., XVIII, 407-446; XIX,
229-244; and BJX, IV, 44-60.

